\ 
ye Loe ee 
Fa 5 (¥ . 
V y, t) wee : 
s [Ww % rd 


MORANDUM APRIL 


RECEIVED 


JAN 25 2004 


BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
| GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS DEPARTMENT 


BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 


OM: ROBERT T. KENNEY, DIRECTOR 


JECT: DOWNTOWN-WATERFRONT-FANEUIL HALL URBAN RENEWAL AREA 
PROJECT NO, MASS. R-77 
TENTATIVE DESIGNATION OF REDEVELOPER 
COMMERCIAL BLOCK BUILDING 
DISPOSITION PARCEL C=-2-C 


Summary: This memorandum requests that the Authority 
tentatively designate the United City, County 
and State Local No. 285 Development Fund, Inc. 
as Redeveloper of the Commercial Block Building 


in the above-captioned Urban Renewal Area. 


The Commercial Block Building is located at 127-144 Commercial Street 
within Parcel C-2 of the Downtown-Waterfront-Faneuil Hall Urban Renewal Area. 
The building now located on this parcel is six stories in height and contains 
approximately 42,000 square feet of floor space. 


The type of submission sought by the Authority for this building 
called for its conversion from an obsolete, abandoned warehouse to a multi-family 
apartment structure with community oriented commercial space on the ground floor. 


The submission of the United City, County, and State Employees Union 

Local No. 285 Development Fund, Inc. with offices located at 151 Tremont Street, 
Boston, fulfills all the requirements set by the Authority. Their proposal for 
the rehabilitation of this building provides for 37 apartment units on the upper 
5 floors, utilizing approximately 32,700 square feet of space, 5,000 square feet 
of commercial space on the ground floor, and 5,000 square feet of storage space 
in the basement. The composition of the dwelling units is 22 one-bedroom units, 
9 two-bedroom units, 1 three-bedroom unit, and 5 efficiency apartments. 


The commercial uses to be provided are to be community oriented. The 
Redeveloper has chosen the firm of Harry Gulesian & Associates of Ten Newbury Street, 
Boston, as their architect. L. J. Reardon Co., Inc., of Norwood, Massachusetts, will 
be the General Contractor. It is considered that this development team has the 
expertise, experience, and financial resources to successfully complete the project. 


The recommended redeveloper, United City, County, and State Employees 
Union Local No. 285 Development Fund, Inc. has agreed that 25% of the units will be 
for low income housing; and the redeveloper further agrees that the building will 
not be utilized as a Union Hall or for Union offices; and they further agree in the 
selection of tenants to give preference to residents from the North End and have 
further agreed that there will be no preference given to individuals or families 
associated with the United City, County, and State Employees Union Local No. 285. 
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It is therefore recommended that the Authority tentatively designate 


the United City, County, and State Employees Union Local No. 285 Development 


Fund, Inc. as Redeveloper of the Commercial Block Building in the Downtown- 
Waterfront-Faneuil Hall Urban Renewal Area. 


An appropriate Resolution is attached. 


Attachment 


' Vy. 
‘ 
: as. ; 
ALY ; ; 
: , 
ee Uh ik 
5 , ry ; - 
, 
iv 


“ ss ea Mawr’) rey. : ‘gy 
sd 7 shah ro Rip kt Pa Ty Aa NR tO 2S a ¢g 


> ia pita bri;s oe r “251 " AM hey tj . an ? Bort ont ay ae 
e: 3 Ly A ae 


. , ess x iy ry 

‘ , , F bo os * ‘ 7 iv . : oN ig 

bet, | " ; eR : Me TED Py 0 J seit 3 ot pate ft 
ney - ‘ weer ys ‘ met mn ae heal 


; 1 a Ty) rh * 


>, 


RESOLUTION OF THE BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
RE: TENTATIVE DESIGNATION OF REDEVELOPER 
DISPOSITION PARCEL C-2-C: COMMERCIAL BLOCK BUILDING 
DOWNTOWN -WATERFRONT-FANEUIL HALL URBAN RENEWAL AREA 
PROJECT NO. MASS. R-77°" 


WHEREAS, the Boston Redevelopment Authority, hereinafter referred to as the "Authority", 
has entered into a contract for loan and grant with the Federal Government under Title I 
of the Housing Act of 1949, as amended, which contract provides for financial assistance 
to the hereinafter identified project; and 


WHEREAS, the Urban Renewal Plan for the Downtown-Waterfront-Faneuil Hall Urban Renewal 
Area, Project No. Mass. R-77, hereinafter referred to as the "Project Area", has been 
duly reviewed and approved in full compliance with local, state and Federal law; and 


WHEREAS, the Authority is cognizant of the conditions that are imposed in the undertaking 
and carrying out of urban renewal projects with Federal financial assistance under said 
Title I, including those prohibiting discrimination because of race, color, sex, 

religion or national origin; and 


WHEREAS, the United City, County, and State Employees Union Local No. 285 Development 
Fund, Inc. has expressed an interest in and submitted a satisfactory proposal for the 
rehabilitation of housing and retail space in the "Project Area"; 


WHEREAS, the Authority is cognizant of Chapter 781 of the Acts and Resolves of 1972 
with respect to minimizing and preventing damage to the environment: 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY: 


1. That the United City, County, and State Employees Union Local No. 285 Development 
Fund, Inc. be and hereby is tentatively designated as Redeveloper of Disposition Parcel 
C-2-c subject to: 


a. Concurrence in the proposed disposal transaction by the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development; 


b. Publication of all public disclosure and issuance of all 
approvals required by Chapter 121B of the Massachusetts 
General Laws and Title I of the Housing Act of 1949, as 
amended ; 


c. Submission within ninety (90) days in a form satisfactory to the 
Authority of: 


(i) evidence of the availability of necessary 
equity funds; and 


(ii) working drawings indicating the number and 
composition of the units for new construction 
together with an acceptable proposal for 
landscaping and parking on or off the site, and > 


(iii) evidence of financing commitments from banks 
or other lending institutions; and 


(iv) proposed development schedules 
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(v) evidence of subsidy necessary to allow 25% of the 
total dwelling units to be rented at low income 
rents. 


2. That disposal of said parcel by negotiation is the appropriate method of making 
the land available for redevelopment. 


3. That the Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to publish notice of the 
proposed disposal transaction in accordance with Section 105(e) of the Housing Act of 
1949, as amended, including information with respect to the "Redeveloper's Statement 
for Public Disclosure" (Federal Form H-6004). 


4. That it is hereby found and determined that the proposed development will not 
result in significant damage to or impairment of the environment and further, that all 
practicable and feasible means and measures have been taken and are being utilized to 
avoid or minimize damage to the environment. 
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ee CITY OF BOSTON 


HERBERT P. GLEASON CITY HALL 
Corporation Counsel LAW DEPARTMENT BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02201 
722-4100 


March 28, 1974 


Robert T. Kenney, Director 
Boston Redevelopment Authority. 
Cuty, Ha bh 

Boston, Massachusetts 02201 


Dear Sir: 


This is in reply to your communication of February 5 in which 
you ask if, in the circumstances therein stated, a conflict of 
interest would arise under the provisions of G. L. c. 268A, commonly 
referred to as the Conflict of Interest Act. 


You inform me that Local 285 of the United City, County and 
State Employee's Union has submitted a letter of interest indicating 
its desire to be designated as a redeveloper in the Downtown- 
Waterfront-Faneuil Hall Urban Renewal Project; that the Union has 
members employed by various municipal agencies and that its president 
is an employee of the City. I have also been informed that no member 
of said Union is an employee of the Redevelopment Authority. 


I have since learned that a Chapter 180 nonprofit corporation, 
United City, County and State Local No. 285 Development Fund, Inc., 
has been formed and that the Redevelopment Authority has been 
requested to substitute the corporation for the Union. The officers 
and directors, only one of whom is a municipal employee, are serving 
without compensation in such capacities. 


G. L. c. 268A, §17 prohibits a municipal employee from receiving 
compensation from anyone other than the City in relation to any 
particular matter in which the same city or town has a substantial 
interest. Since the officers and directors are serving without 
compensation, this prohibition is not applicable. It is recommended, 
however, to avoid any possible difficulty in the future, that the 
Articles of Organization be amended by adding the following sentence: 
"No part of the property or funds of the corporation shall inure 
to ‘the Deneritoorsanvsorticer,or director thereor. 3 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2025 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 


httos://archive.org/details/downtownwaterfroOObost_3 


Thomas J. Kennedy, President -2- 


The same section prohibits a municipal employee from acting as 
attorney or agent for anyone in connection with any particular matter 
in which the city has a direct and substantial interest. 


In this connection it is noted that Thomas J. Kennedy, a muni- 
cipal employee, is one of the signers of the proposal dated August 
18, 1972. This is the same proposal that the corporation seeks to 
adopt by amendment. Mr. Kennedy should withdraw as a signer and 
thereafter refrain from taking any part in negotiations concerning 
any phase of the application or of the project should the corporation 
be designated as the developer. 


Section 19 municipal employees are prohibited from participating 
as such employees in certain circumstances. Since no member of the 
union would participate as an employee in the proposed project, this 
section would not create a conflict. 


The remaining restriction is contained in section 20 and deals 
with a municipal employee's interest in contracts. Here we are 
dealing with a nonprofit corporation, the Articles of Organization 
of which provide that in the event of dissolution the property and 
funds shall pass to said Local 285 for certain charitable purposes 
specifically set forth. It would appear, therefore, that no municipal 
employee has any interest in the contract. 


I conclude, therefore, that if the suggestions contained herein 
are followed, there would be no conflict of interest if United City, 
County and State Employees Local No. 285 Development Fund, Inc., were 
to be designated as the developer of the Commercial Block parcel in 
the Waterfront Renewal Project. . 


I would, however, invite your attention to section 23 of the 
cited statute and particularly to sub-section (d) thereof which not 
only prohibits the use of official position to secure unwarranted 


advantage or exemption for the employee or others but also giving 
the appearance of such action. 


Vexyy truly yours, /? 
y 
cout? “0 
HPG: JEK:dk Corporation Counsel 


CC. 


Joseph M. Dunlea, City Clerk 
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